Why We Fish

"What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes-- from their
own sons or from others?" "From others,"” Peter answered. "Then the sons are exempt.” (Matthew 17:25- 26)

* Exodus 30:13 commands all Jewish males to pay God an annual ransom for his life. The ransom
amount was half a shekel (Greek = didrachma). Jesus instructs Peter to take a two didrachma coin
(called a stater or tetradrachma) from the mouth of a fish to ransom the two of them. But Jesus didn’t
have to pay it, because

* We do evangelism because of who Jesus is. He is God’s Son. He is the world’s savior, its teacher,
its master, and its judge. One day everybody will bow their knee to Him.

1. Jesus is Lord. Do you believe this?

e “Son of God” doesn’t mean God’s kid; it means
The son is God.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him “Immanuel”--which
means, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by
his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3)

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all,
forever praised! Amen. (Romans. 9:5)

¢ Jesus is not optional. He is the world’s Savior, Teacher, Master, and Judge.

e The world worships other gods, gods who cannot save us. Americans believe in science
and that matter is all there is, and personal happiness is the purpose of life. We call this
religion .Itis an idol that cannot save.

¢ One day every knee will bow before Christ and every tongue will confess Him.

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:10-11)

2. Jesus came to save the lost. Steps we can take to save the lost:

1. Find the lost and show them

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. (Luke 19:10).

— Eat with them, do ministry with them, heal them, and bless them. Like Jesus did.
— The only way to reach secular people is through




2. Carefully tell them all about

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they
were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13)

— People are not attracted to
— People are attracted to Jesus.
— If you are a disciple, you already know enough to witness for Jesus.

3. Call them to make a decision.

Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom
of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:14-15)

— Jesus doesn’t call people to merely muse, reflect, or appreciate. He calls us to act. People
need to be called to action.

— The initial acts we must take:
a. Decide to trust in Jesus way from now on:
b. Decide to stop serving sin:
c. Decide to die to yourself and be raised by the Spirits power in Christ for a new life:

4. Continue to disciple those who accept Christ.

... Make disciples of all nations ... teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. (Matthew
28:19-20)

5. The world needs to know its Lord. And this is why we fish.

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15)

What Now?

1. Continue to pray for the names you wrote down last week every day. Look for
opportunities this week to talk them about Jesus.
2. Share your story with at least one person this week. Pray for your servers.
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